THE HIGH MIDDLE AGES
Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, the master of the kingdom
for the moment.
The Next Step in the Growth of Parliament. The
Representation of the Towns. Simon was most afraid,
among his enemies, of young Prince Edward. He kept him a
close prisoner in the castle of Dover. Richard of Cornwall, who
had been crowned Emperor at Aix (but, not having been yet con-
secrated by the Pope, was known as the King of the Romans), he
also kept a prisoner at a great distance, in Kenilworth Castle.
Simon governed in the King's name, signing public acts
with a new Great Seal which he had had made in the likeness
of the King's, but which was attached to documents without
asking the King's leave. He went round to the counties to
choose men from among the gentry who were in support of
him, and summoned a feudal Council of those baronial rebels
who also supported him, proposing to add to these his picked
delegates from the shires.
So far Simon was only doing what had already been done
more than once, in the transformation of the national council
from a purely feudal gathering to what was to become the
Parliament, but he now took a further step which was to prove
later of much importance. He summoned this Great Council
of his to meet in London in the following January; and he not
only had his twenty-three great "Tenants in chief*'—that is,
the great barons who were on his side—he not only summoned
the clergy as a matter of course, nor those two gentlemen from
each county whom he had had chosen to support him, but also,
like John, two burgesses from a number of towns, the list of which
bad been drawn up for the purpose. In future the Great Council
would include not only representatives of the lesser gentry in
the shire (two from each), but also two burgesses from each of
ia number of selected towns, including most of the important
towns in the kingdom, and such others as Simon thought
would support him. The whole experiment was only under-
taken in support of a rebellious faction which happened to be
in power at the moment, but it served as a valuable precedent,
and caused the town populations, who on the Continent had
long been sending representatives to similar councils, to have
a voice in the Great Council of England.
The Battle of Evesham. The victory of Simon and his
faction was not to last. To begin with, there was the usual

